CHAPTER XXXI
THE SPANISH SUCCESSION
(1698-1701)
NO great war was ever entered upon with so much
reluctance on both sides as the War of the Spanish
Succession.1   Europe was exhausted and disillusioned.   The
bitter aftermath of eight years' desultory conflict had turned
all men's minds to peace, or at least to a change of experience,
and to economic instead of military expansion.   The new-
found contacts which had sprung up between William and
Louis expressed the heartfelt wishes of the peoples both of
the Maritime Powers and of France.   Over them and all the
rest of Europe hung the long-delayed, long-dreaded, ever-
approaching demise of the Spanish Crown,   All the most
sundering issues which could tear the states of Europe must
be raised by that awful yet inevitable event.   But here was
the breathing-space, a time when passions seemed burned
out, when blood was chill, when hands of friendship were
cordially joined across the harsh antagonisms of strife and
fear.   Surely these two great princes, so uplifted by their
qualities and their power above the human scene, long
matched in equal combat, now united in mutual respect,
could if they tried find a peaceful road which their tired,
jaded subjects could tread.   A renewal of the world war
would not be only a catastrophe; it would be an anticlimax.
There is no doubt about the sincerity of William III in
the peace effort.   It did not only arise from his own nature.
He could not conceive how England could be brought again
into the field.   She seemed to have shot her bolt for at least
a generation.   He saw the turbulent pacifism of the Parlia-
1 This chapter is founded mainly on the standard works of Saint-Simon,
Baudrilkrt, Hippeau, Legrelle, Van Noorden, Lavisse, Vast, Klopp, and on the R.O.
French transcripts.